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LOWE’S TO OPEN NEXT WEEK - But
owners of local hardware stores and lumber yards
are confident that their businesses will survive.
Page 2

FEE WAIVER - Town council excuses local
non-profit organization from having to pay a water
bill. Page 5

FERRY CONSTRUCTION - Plans are right
on course to have the Woodland Ferry in place by
the time of the 2008 Woodland Festival. Page 9

‘MOM’AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
- After 22 years, department administrative assis-
tant can’t envision doing anything else. Page 10

DELMAR LITTLE LEAGUE - The Delmar
baseball and softball all-star teams competed in
District 8 and state competitions last week. Page
43

2002 LITTLE LEAGUE
DELAWARE DIST.
o CHAMPIONS

CHAMPION TEAM - The Laurel Major League
softball team won the District Il title last week and
is now playing in the state tournament. See story
on page 41.
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Above are officers for Charily Lodge 27 1.0.0O.F., Laurel, for the 2007 year. Front, from lefi: Noble Grand Arnold Hearn, secre-
tary and historian Richard Hulchinson and Grand Master of Delaware Jerry Lynch. Back: color bearer Paul Smith, treasurer

and Deputy Grand Masler Ed Gordon, financial secretary Joe Messick, warden Ernie Allen and assistant treasurer Jim Masten.

Hutchinson is holding a Bible that was given to the club by the ladies of Laurel in 1857. Photo by Pat Murphy.

Odd Fellows celebrate 150
years of service to community

By Debbie Mitchell

Every Thursday night, for 150
years, a society of generous and giving
men have gathered in Laurel.

Shrouded in mystery by secret pass-
words, initiation rites, signs of recogni-
tion and ceremony, some might call it
a secret society. But to the multitudes
to whom the group has provided aid,
the works of Charity Lodge #27 are no
secret.

Since 1857, the group, whose tenets
are helping others in friendship, love
and truth, has willingly served the
community. On July 10, Charity Lodge
#27, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, Laurel, celebrated its 150th
birthday.

The lodge will host an open house
with refreshments Saturday, July 21,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at its headquar-
ters on Poplar Street. After the open
house, members and invited guests will
meet at the American Legion hall for a
dinner and service awards.

According to Noble Grand Amold
Hearn, the open house will include a
presentation on Odd Fellowship and a
display of historic items, including a
Bible that was presented to the lodge
in 1857 by, according to its inscription,
“The Ladies of Laurel.” Richard
Hutchinson, lodge historian and lodge
secretary, said the leather-bound Bible
was discovered a few years ago.

Also on display will be a photo of a
schooner, the George W. Truitt Jr., that

sailed from Bethel and that was owned
by the lodge from1910 to 1923. The
lodge has receipts and other documen-
tation regarding the schooner.

Hutchinson, who moved to Laurel
in 1997, said that before he became an
Odd Fellow he was aware of the
organization but not what it did. After
being introduced to Odd Fellows by
member Pat Murphy, he joined the
Laurel Lodge.

“Thisisa good group of men and I
like the camaraderie,” he said. “T like
the projects.”

According to Hutchinson, the ori-
gins of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows date back to 17th-century

Continued on page 4
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